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Whispercast Rustique - Matrix exposed aggregate is the simplest 
form of achieving a decorative finish to the concrete surface. With 
this method care is necessary to ensure that the correct proportion 
of coarse aggregate is included. Admixture provision in the mix 
design to restrict segregation of course and fine material is 
strongly recommended. This will help ensure a more consistent final 
appearance.

Matrix exposed aggregate finishes will typically show aggregate 
exposure over 65 - 75 % of the surface area. Careful consideration 
of colour of sands and any colour in the final matrix is essential. 
The finish is generally rustic in appearance, hence the name.

METHOD STATEMENT

1. Mix design should be carefully considered in relation to the  ratio of course to fine 
aggregate. Trial panels should always be produced. Inclusion of HRL ARCON FLUID 
plus  admixture will help to restrict aggregate segregation, aid compaction and 
improve workability at the surface. (Typical mix design guidelines are available 
on request).

2. The concrete should have cement content of between 280 kg and 340 kg per cu. mtr. 
Primary mesh reinforcement should be incorporated, as required for the performance 
of the slab. Secondary fibre reinforcement may be included as protection against 
plastic shrinkage cracking.

3. Attention must be paid to correct spacing of expansion, contraction and crack control 
joints. It is recommended that spacing of such joints should not exceed a grid of 
approximately 4.5 metres x 4.5 metres. Length of individual bays should not exceed 
2 x width.

4. The concrete is placed as normal and the slab floated flat at the finished surface 
level. After bleed water has evaporated, the self neutralising retarder,  Hebau 
CSE  Multitop,  should be applied by spray. Application can be as thin as practicable, 
consistent with total coverage. After 15-30 minutes, once the retarder has reacted, the 
material provides a significant degree of surface protection from rain damage, whilst 
acting as an effective curing membrane.

5. After 24 to 72 hours (It is important that whatever time frame is chosen remains 
consistent) the retarder residue can be washed off with a standard power washer. On 
large areas or where it is important to restrict run off residue, wet/dry vacuum 
equipment can be used for removal.

6. Once the process is complete the surface should be protected by an application 
of Hebau Colorfresh Intensiv, Hebau Colorfresh Effect or Hebau Colortec Max.  This 
will ensure efflorescence is inhibited and the surface protected from dirt and stain 
contamination. 

Production of on site trial panels are strongly recommended.  
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